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DEBATE ON BIRTH CONTROL

WINTER RUSSELL
FIRST SPEECH

. Mr. Russell: Ladies and gentlemen. I am
very glad to have the opportunity of speaking
to vou this afternoon, and I may say at the
outset that it is obvious that my adversary and
1 agree upon one thing, and that is that we
are discussing what is absolutely the most
vital question before the American people to-
day. (Applause.) We are absolutely in accord
on that, and we are just as far opposed in our
method of approach as it is possible to be.

I want to say at the outset that we are go-
ing to deal—or I am, and I assume my adver-
sary is, too—with ideals and principles and
not with persons. I want you to realize that

1 consider myself speaking—and I trust rever-

ently—on the most important subject that I
have ever advocated.

I heard one of the greatest psychologists this
country has ever produced, who said “When
you conceive of the mere handful of peopie
that inhabit all the globe, and you think of
the vast river of humanity that is flowing on
this planet, and you think of the billions of
unborn, you wonder if man sometimes tran-
scends the impossible and thinks and considers
the unborn as God himself.” And I believe to-
day I am speaking in behalf of the great un-
born—those who are being murdered by the
thousands, if not millions, in a manner that
far transcends the method of warfare.

Now, I said that we are going to speak of
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ideals and principles and not of persons. It'is
very difficult oftentimes not to attack a person
or hurt his feelings when you characterize the
principle of an act, and you sometimes have
to be assailing a person. I hope and I try to
love every human being on the face of the
earth. There are principles and ideals I abom-
inate and abhor with every drop of blood
and feeling that I have. I never want that ab-
horrence of the principle or ideal of the per-
son to adhere to that person.

1 heard a minister the other day speaking of
the I'rench and Germans who were having some
conferences, and he was asked “did they still
hate one another?” and he said they did not
hate one another because they broke bread to-
gether and you could not” hate a person with
whom you have broken bread, and he could
not hate anybody that he knew.

I hate and abominate the principles that T am
fighting, but T trust that you will take the sting,
fumigato it, take the anti-toxin, if you will, be-
cause [ don’t want any allusions to personality
to be taken from any of the statements that I
make.

Another thing I want to say about my op-
ponent, and I hope she will say the same about
me, is that I want to bow in sincere respect
and admiration for what I conceive to be her
utter and abhsolute sincerity, and to her de-
votion to the cause which she advocates. I
question that in no degree. I hope she will give
me the same consideration.

We are going to deal with thiese principles.
I am not going to concern myself much with
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authorities. I suppose she can quote from Dr.
Robinson and apparently Dr. Knopf (he says
he isn’t an authority,) and others as authori-
ties. 1 could quote from Lamb and Roosevelt
and the Bible—the great religions of the earth
—scriptural authority that comes from the
very depths of the spiritual, and what I be-
lieve to be the very mouth of God itself—of
Nature—if you do not like to admit the exis-
tence of Providence,

I am not concerned with Scripture or au-
thorities. I am going to deal with this ques-
tion from what I believe are the cold, inevit-
able facts of life as we know them, and meet
them every day. .

Now I am going to admit in the first place
that there are many families with too many
children. It would be foolish to gainsay that.
They are a burden to the mother. They are a
h‘u(ls}up to the father who tries to pxovxde for
them. They make conditions unfair and un-
just for the other children, The fact is, and T
hope that she will admit it also, tljat there are
thousands of homes in the United States of
America that are too lacking in children—al-
though I think she has once stated that the
most immoral thing a person can do is to bring
a large family into the world. Here we have
the problem and the question is, how are we
going to meet it?

I propose that we should meet this problem
by the measure of self-control. I believe by
this means we can solve it, and at the same
time gain one of the greatest advantages vou
can possibly win on the face of the earth, - Sex -
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control is ihe best path to self-control and to
self-discipline. It is the key to wisdom. It is
the key to power. It is the key to intellectual
and mental development; indeed, she has once
stated that only those people who are men-
tally developed are capable of self-control and
I want to say that they got a large measure
n¢ their mental development by self-control. She
43 looking through the wrong end of the tele-
scope. »

And so we come to this method. 1 want
to say, as another part of the platform upon
which [ am to stand, that I conceive and hold
marriage to be more than physical. It is not
a purely sensual relationship. It borders on
the aesthetic, spiritual, mental, and modern as-
pects of life, and when you try to take the
physical by itself you find a condition of naked
sensuality which is disastrous in the extreme.

My contentions are these: In the first place,
fundamentally, universally, infinitely from
every point of view, it is vicious. It is false
from every scientific construction that you can
possibly conceive of; it is one of the most
vitiating things from every point of philsoophy,
physiology and psychology.

1 believe it is disastrous intellectually, men-
tally, and spiritually. It is disastrous and per-
petrates a great wrong upon the unborn mil-
lions who are waiting for entrance upon this
great amphitheatre of life. It is disastrous
physically, mentally, and spiritually upon the
future. It is disastrous to the same degree
upon the people who practice it—husbands and
wives who resort to these measures. I hold that
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